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Q1	
Not a very popular question looking at lateral loading on piles, but reasonably well handled by most students who attempted it fully. Several students were obviously running out of time and submitted incomplete solutions. Some students left the pile cap stationary and moved the pile, rather than vice-versa, leading to an incorrect assumption of relative pile-soil displacements.
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Q2	
A very popular question, answered by all candidates on friction fatigue and stresses during pile driving. Almost all candidates had a good grasp of the processes involved but varied in the completeness of their descriptions. The derivation of stresses on a plug was well handled by most candidates.
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Q3	
This was a popular question on lateral loading of multi-legged structure. Students displayed good grasp of the concepts related to the bearing capacity of shallow foundations. Most students identified the need to assess V-H interaction. There was some sloppiness in labelling loads for one foundation vs total structural loads which caused quite a lot of errors.



gb479
Typewritten Text
Q4	
The question was attempted by most students. In general, students displayed good understanding of the various methods to assess settlement of foundations, but had more difficulty in identifying soil non-linearity as a cause for discrepancies in the results. Students also performed well in terms of applying the design factors. 










